
OVERRIDE PRESETS

Despite having set line weights up in a 
drawing, it is often necessary to add 
individual lines of different weights – for 
example, ground lines in sections and 
elevations must be a thicker line weight 
than all other lines.

Use the properties window on individual 
lines to accomplish this change.



When drafting in 
AutoCAD, we work 
with Plotstyles
to keep our 
linework
consistent.
However, 
sometimes it’s 
necessary to 
create individual 
thicker lines for 
specific elements 
like ground lines.

We can 
accomplish 
this by turning 
the line(s) in 
question into 
polylines
through the 
following 
process…



Type pedit

Then select the 
line(s) in question.



Type Y to turn the selection into a polyline

Then type W to adjust the line thickness

Enter a numerical value (in mm) for the polyline thickness



Press Enter to end the command. Zoom in to view results. 



SCALE FIGURES

In presentation drawings, the inclusion of scale figures 
helps demonstrate the scale of a space to the viewer. 
Through online searches it’s possible to find many 
resources for download. These are from 
blog.miragestudio7.com.



MODEL SPACE

VS
PAPER SPACE

Why?

The annotation of  all drawings 
is to be completed in Paper 
Space.



In Model Space, everything is 
drawn at 1:1 (full) scale. 

However, we need to be able to 
plot drawings at a wide range of 
scales while maintaining a 
consistent appearance of line 
weights, text, symbols and other 
drawing elements.

MODEL SPACE

VS
PAPER SPACE



TEXT

To create text, type 
MTEXT, spacebar.
To edit text you’ve 

already created, double-
click it in the drawing.

Use sans serif fonts in 
architectural drawings.

Develop a strategy for the 
relative size of text: title, 

your name, the date, 
drawing scale, etc.

Note that in the window 
that appears, the font and 

size of text may be 
selected. Click outside of 

the text box to finish 
editing the text.



SCALE

Relative text size is 
important – major titles 
should be largest while 

drawing scale, your name 
and the date should be 

smaller text sizes.

Type SC to change the 
scale of an object in Model 

or Paper Space. 
After selecting the object, 
you’ll be able to enter a 
scale factor to precisely 

resize objects.



Annotative text styles can be preset: Home tab > 
Annotation > Manage Text Styles

Keep in mind that the text is placed in paperspace, so 
its height is relative to the page size.



Type DIMLIN to add 
dimensions to a drawing.

The arrows and text should 
be adjusted for fit and 

appearance. The Drawing 
Sample you’ve been given 
has a few Dimension Styles 

set up but you can easily 
customize these.

To do this, click “Dimension 
Style Manager” in the top 

tool bar.
Select a dimension style 
and then New to create a 

style based on the original.
Modify the following settings 

to suit your needs.

DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS

Dimensions also must be added to your drawings. To 
adjust these settings, go to the Annotate tab > 

Dimensions > Dimension Style to make adjustments.

Select New or Modify 
(if you are using the 
Sample Project file).



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



DIMENSION STYLE SETTINGS



Type dimlin to add dimensions to your drawing. You 
may make adjustments to the presets as necessary.



If the dimension text is too large to fit between the 
arrows, you may position it independently. After it’s 

drawn, select the dimension and right-click.
Then, select Dim Text position > Move text alone.



When moving text outside of 
dimension lines, use a leader 
to point to its original location: 

type Qleader, Spacebar. 
Type S to adjust the settings 

of the leader.



To setup a page for large 
format plotting, begin with 

pagesetup.

ARCH D is a 24” x 36” page



If your prints are not of high 
enough quality, check the 

Properties for your plot 
settings

Select Standard or 
High Quality Print from the 

options.



Note that in 
the vports

window, 
viewport 

boundaries 
can be 

configured 
for specific 

presentation 
layouts.



Setting up a 
page 

properly 
takes time.



Zoom in the ensure 
that drawings align 

appropriately. 

Be sure to include 
drawing titles and 

project titles, as well 
as the drawing scale.



Develop an annotation system so that 
viewers know what they are looking at and 

how drawings relate to one another



Project 1, Assignment 3:

Survey a section cut along 
the north exterior wall. 

What is the material 
composition of the exterior 

wall? 

How can you tell what’s 
happening inside the wall?







Project 1, Assignment 3:

Draft in AutoCAD a 
continuous section 

(the image shown here is 
not a continuous section).

Annotate and dimension 
your drawings (the screen 

shot shown here from 
AutoCAD is not properly 

annotated).

Use line weights and 
layers accordingly.

Arrange the plan, 
elevation and section on 

a sheet as per the 
assignment instructions. 
Plot first to PDF, then on 

a 24”x36” page. 









CADD Lab this week

Plotting demo -
you must attend!
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