












Fill with Color
Edit menu > fi ll to fi ll the lasso-selected 
area with color. Note that you can adjust 

the fi ll color selection to foreground or 
background. Notice that once this area has 

been fi lled, the portion of photo behind it 
has been replaced with color. One solution 

is to put the “fi ll” on its own layer.

To do this, delete “Fill” from the History tool 
bar (drag it to the trash can).

On the Layers menu, select New Layer and 
name it Fill. When the layer is added, be 
sure it is selected (it will be blue) and add 
your fi ll color. This layer can be manipulat-
ed without affecting the photo. Try adjust-

ing the opacity (upper right of Layer menu) 
and moving the fi ll. 

Transparent planes of color or white are 
often useful additions to architectural ren-

derings.

To manipulate an object on its own layer 
(rather than the whole canvas) Edit menu > 

transform > rotate, etc.

Ctrl + d to deselect the lasso tool.



It is common, and usually necessary, 
to export images as jpgs from 

rendering programs such as SketchUp 
and modify them in Photoshop . 

You can easily add people and other 
objects to drawings as well (trees, 
vehicles, etc). To do this, open any 
graphics fi les in photoshop (jpg, tif, 

gif, pdf, etc), copy the information and 
paste it into your new fi le. Anything 

pasted into a photoshop document will 
be on its own layer. Use the Edit menu 

> transform tools to change size, 
scale, proportions, etc.

All layers can be sorted by dragging 
the named layer in the Layers menu 
and dropping them into the new de-

sired order. 

If you retitle the Background layer, 
this will also be movable. If it remains 

“Background” it will be locked.

Image Adjustments



From the Tool palette select the Rectangular Marquee tool.
Draw a box around the area of your image that you would like to save.
From the Image menu > crop to delete the other portions of the image.

Often cropping an image will completely transform the view. 

Cropping an Image



Saving an Image
If you’ve added layers to a .jpg image 
and try to save it you will be prompted 

to save as a Photoshop or .psd, 
document. Saving it as a .psd allows 

you to continue to work on it.

However, to print the image or 
incorporate it into a portfolio or other 

graphic presentation, you must fl atten 
the layers of the drawing fi rst and turn 
it into a .jpg (or .tif although .jpgs are 
preferable for ease of viewing on a 

windows machine).

Flattening the layers will delete all of 
the background information from a 

graphic fi le and compress everything 
to one layer - it is therefore highly 

recommended that the document be 
saved as BOTH a .psd and a .jpg

To fl atten an image, 
go to Layer menu > fl atten image.



Other Photoshop tools

Canvas size refers to the overall size of 
your canvas. You can add borders to an 
image or crop an image using this tool. 

Image menu > canvas size.

The Magic Wand tool allows you to select an area that 
is a single color. Notice that by adjusting the tolerance 
on the top of your screen, more or less of the color will 
be selected. 




